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DETAILED ACTION 

This is a Non-Final Office Action Correspondence in response to U.S. Application No. 
10/796553 filed on March 8, 2004 and claiming the benefit of U.S. Provisional Application No. 
60/452391 filed on March 6, 2006. Claims 1-28 are pending. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

2. The factual inquiries set forth in Graham v. John Deere Co., 383 U.S. 1, 148 USPQ 459 
(1966), that are applied for establishing a background for determining obviousness under 35 
U.S.C. 103(a) are summarized as follows: 

1 . Determining the scope and contents of the prior art. 

2. Ascertaining the differences between the prior art and the claims at issue. 

3. Resolving the level of ordinary skill in the pertinent art. 

4. Considering objective evidence present in the application indicating obviousness 
or nonobviousness. 

3. Claims 1-6, 9-20, and 23-28 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over U.S. Patent Application Publication No. 2003/0163694 Al to Chen et al. (hereinafter 
"Chen"), and further in view of U.S. Patent No. 7,198,571 B2 to LeMay et al (hereinafter 
"LeMay"). 
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4. Regarding Claims 1 and 15, Chen discloses a method for providing an authentication 
service and an authentication server hosting an authentication service (hereinafter referenced as 
the system), said server communicably coupled to the [. . .] network and operable to: 
publish the availability of the authentication service on the [. . .] network (Chen; paragraph 45, 
discloses publishing the authentication service on the network); 

receive a request to register with the authentication service from a service provider on the [. . .] 
network (Chen; paragraph 53, discloses receiving a request to register with the authentication 
service from a service provider on the network); and 

process one or more service requests between the service provider and the authentication service, 
said service requests conforming to an internetworking protocol (Chen; paragraphs 45, 46, 51, 
and 52, discloses processing service requests, conforming to networking protocol, between the 
service provider and the authentication service). 

Chen does not explicitly disclose a gaming network. However, LeMay discloses a 
gaming network system providing an authentication service, the gaming network system 
comprising: 

a service provider communicably coupled to the gaming network (LeMay; Figure 3, discloses a 
service provider coupled to the gaming network); 

at least one gaming machine communicably coupled to the gaming network and operable to 
request a service from the service provider (LeMay; Figure 3 and column 5 lines 13-31, discloses 
gaming machines coupled to the gaming network and operable to request a service from the 
service provider); and 



Application/Control Number: 10/796,553 Page 4 

Art Unit: 2145 

an authentication server hosting an authentication service [. . .] (LeMay; Figure 3 and column 5 
lines 13-31, an authentication server hosting an authentication service). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to apply an authentication server hosting an authentication service, as disclosed by 
Chen, to a gaming network system including a service provider, a gaming machine, and an 
authentication server, as disclosed by LeMay. 

One of ordinary skill in the art the time the invention was made would have been 
motivated to make this combination in order to provide improved authentication service to a 
gaming network. 

5. Regarding Claims 2 and 16, Chen and LeMay disclose each and every limitation of 
Claims 1 and 15. Chen and LeMay further disclose wherein the authentication service comprises 
a web service (Chen; paragraphs 43-45, discloses the authentication service is a web service). 

6. Regarding Claims 3 and 17, Chen and LeMay disclose each and every limitation of 
Claims 2 and 16. Chen and LeMay further disclose wherein the service request is formatted 
according to a service description language (Chen; paragraphs 43-45, discloses the service 
request is formatted according to WSDL). 

7. Regarding Claims 4 and 18, Chen and LeMay disclose each and every limitation of 
Claims 3 and 17. Chen and LeMay further disclose wherein the service description language is a 
Web Services Description Language (WSDL) (Chen; paragraphs 43-45, discloses the service 
description language is WSDL). 
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8. Regarding Claims 5 and 19, Chen and LeMay disclose each and every limitation of 
Claims 2 and 16. Chen and LeMay further disclose wherein the authentication service is 
registered in a UDDI registry (Chen; paragraphs 43-45, discloses the authentication service is 
registered in a UDDI registry). 

9. Regarding Claims 6 and 20, Chen and LeMay disclose each and every limitation of 
Claims 2 and 16. Chen and LeMay further disclose further comprising an authentication 
database and wherein the authentication service accesses the authentication database (Chen; 
paragraph 88, discloses an authentication database accessed by the authentication service). 

10. Regarding Claims 9 and 23, Chen and LeMay disclose each and every limitation of 
Claims 1 and 15. Chen and LeMay further disclose wherein the authentication service is a local 
service in the gaming network (Chen; paragraph 48, discloses the Authentication Authority and 
Authentication Handler as part of the business network Intranet.) (LeMay; Figure 3, discloses 
the authentication service is a local service in the gaming network). 

1 1 . Regarding Claims 10 and 24, Chen and LeMay disclose each and every limitation of 
Claims 9 and 23. Chen and LeMay further disclose wherein the authentication service is 
provided at a well known location (Chen; Figure 1 and paragraph 39, discloses providing the 
authentication service over the Internet). 



12. Regarding Claims 1 1 and 25, Chen and LeMay disclose each and every limitation of 
Claims 10 and 24. Chen and LeMay further disclose wherein the well known location comprises 
a TCP/IP address and port (Chen; Figure 1 and paragraphs 39 and 50, discloses using TCP/IP to 
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communicate over the Internet and thereby discloses that the authentication service is provided at 
a TCP/IP address and port). 

13. Regarding Claims 12 and 26, Chen and LeMay disclose each and every limitation of 
Claims 10 and 24. Chen and LeMay further disclose wherein the well known location comprises 
a message queue (Chen; paragraph 39, discloses the well known location comprises a message 
queue for SMTP). 

14. Regarding Claims 13 and 27, Chen and LeMay disclose each and every limitation of 
Claims 10 and 24. Chen and LeMay further disclose wherein the well known location comprises 
a file location for performing a file transfer operation (Chen; paragraph 39, discloses the well 
known location comprises a file location for FTP operations). 

15. Regarding Claims 14 and 28, Chen and LeMay disclose each and every limitation of 
Claims 9 and 23. Chen and LeMay further disclose wherein the authentication service is 
registered in a local environment for the service (Chen; paragraphs 45-48, discloses registering 
and running the authentication service at the Authentication Client and Authentication Handler, 
which are local environments for the authentication service). 

16. Claims 7, 8, 21, and 22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Chen and LeMay as applied to Claims 6 and 20 above, and further in view of U.S. Patent 
Application Publication No. 2003/0087629 Al to Juitt et al. (hereinafter " Juitt"). 

17. Regarding Claims 7 and 21, Chen and LeMay disclose each and every limitation of 
Claims 6 and 20. Chen and LeMay do not explicitly disclose, however Juitt discloses wherein 
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the authentication database is accessed using an LDAP protocol (Juitt; paragraph 13, discloses an 
authentication database accessed by an LDAP authentication server). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to modify accessing an authentication database, as disclosed by Chen and LeMay, to 
include accessing an authentication database using LDAP protocol, as disclosed by Juitt. 

One of ordinary skill in the art the time the invention was made would have been 
motivated to make this modification in order to provide well known functional protocol for 
accessing an authentication database. 

18. Regarding Claims 8 and 22, Chen and LeMay disclose each and every limitation of 
Claims 6 and 20. Chen and LeMay do not explicitly disclose, however Juitt discloses wherein 
the authentication database is accessed using a RADIUS protocol (Juitt; paragraph 13, discloses 
an authentication database accessed by an RADIUS authentication server). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to modify accessing an authentication database, as disclosed by Chen and LeMay, to 
include accessing an authentication database using RADIUS protocol, as disclosed by Juitt. 

One of ordinary skill in the art the time the invention was made would have been 
motivated to make this modification in order to provide well known functional protocol for 
accessing an authentication database. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to VIVEK KRISHNAN whose telephone number is (571) 270- 
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5009. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday from 9:00 AM to 5:30 
PM EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Jason Cardone can be reached on (571) 272-3933. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



VK 



/Jason D Cardone/ 
Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2145 



